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1. 


12.1.50,. Copy of F.0. cable no, 11 re, details of late GALLINRERTI, 1B. 


2. 


12.1050. Phetactet—copy—of-btat—of-Pinanetnat-Documents fount treat bh eats s 


Get Tred h for’ pat of atuad Ia. 2a, 


e@ b 


13.1250. Copy of F.0, onble no, 20 re. GALLIMBERTI's papers. 3a. 
he | 
43.1.50, Copy of F.0, cable no, 13 from Tripoli re. quantity of inorimimting | 
documents found in GALLD‘BERTI's flat, Las | 


| Be 
| 
* 13.1250, F.0. cable from Tripoli no. 9 re. GALLIMMRTI's death. 5a. 
| 
é : 
14.1250. Extract from SD® report on CHASUBLE case mentioning Italian esp, 
nctivities in Tripolitania. , 6a6 
7s 
16.1450. Cable from SIM® re, permission to search GALLIMBERTI's office. 18.6% su 
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16.1450. 


1701250. 


18.1250. 


2141650. 


26.1450. 


2.26506 


15. 26 50. 


15.22.50. 


Cable from SIME re. 6a. 


9. 


Cable to SINE re. 7A. 


10. 


Min, from 0.3.1. to 0.S. re. visit of Mr. Clutton of African Dept. 
of the F.0., in conn, with search of GALLIMBERTI's office. 


11. 


Cable from Tripoli no. 1 re. 1a and 5a, 


12. 


Friact from F.0. file re. 1a and 4a (documents found if GALLIMBERTI's 


flak), Photostat copy of ducuments, 


13. 


Extract from F.0. file re. 12a. 

1k. 
Cable froin ¥.0. no. 305 re. 124A. 

15. 


Cable from F.0. to Rome no. 306 re. tha, 
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10a, 


11a, 


12a. 


138. 
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16, 
16, 3.50, To SIS eng. copy of paper on HISB el ISTIVLAL. 16n. 
17. 
16, 3.50. To SDS re, HISB el ISTIQLAL. 17a. 
18, 
hel. 50. From SIME re. 17a. 18a, 
i 
19, 






dr, Iinldane Porter. 

Please see 18a re, "GALLDGERTI'sn suicide", 

Although some three months have now elupsed ninoe this 
incident happened, I think we might get thene telegrnins and denpatches . 
from the Foreign Office even if only to complete the story in thin file, 


Do you agree? 
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Ss Te, Ue Bs 
GENERAL HEADQUARTERS, 
MIDDLE EAST LAND FORCES. 


SIME/OF. 24.10/B.1. . 31st. March 1950. 


LONDON. 


Le Please refer to your SF.75-Libya-1/051/Ncce dated 16th 
March 1950. 


S\ 


2... The following Foreign Office telegrams deal with the 
subject of GALLIMBERTI's suicide and the documents found in 
his possession at the time of his deaths- 


SFL EY ENO SF RTE Ree = 


x“ Tel No.1l of January 12th from Tripoli to Foreign Office fom 
x © No.13 * n 13th ™ 
“" No.l saving " 18th *™ . La fie 5 unre cape 
Je Dispatch No.12. 6/20/z1 dated 26th January from Tripoli 
to Foreign Office 
y Dispatch No.15.0/20/P1 dated 2nd February from Tripoli 
to Foreign Office 
S< Tel No.305 of 14th ere! from Foreign Office to Rome 


DES Dele ey eee eee 


~, 36 We have a large number of photostat copies of the actual 
Rr documents found but they merely confirm in detail the points 
on brought out in the above telegrams, 


L. D.S.0. Tripolitania has informed us that there is no 
truth in the allegation that his office was penetrated by 
& one of GALLIMBERTI's agents (para 2(a) of dispatch No.15 
C/20/P1 of 2nd February 1950 refers An attempt to plant 
an agent was made but was according to D.S.0. seen through. 
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NWH/JM = Howard, Major, 
or Head of S.I.M.E. 
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SF. 75-Libya-1/031/NOCG. TOP SECRET Go 
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To: S.I.M.E. 
From: Director CGensral. 


Thank you for your SIME/OF. 2410/31 of 23° \ 
February, 1950, enclosing copies of your. paper lho 
HISB el ISTIQUAL (Independence Party) of fripolifania, 
which we have read with mich interest. It has been 
given the usual distribution and I will let you have 
any comments whieh may be forth_ocoming. 


In connection with paragraph 16 regarding 
GALLIMBERTIS§ suicide, we would be grateful for mre 
detailed informtion if it is available, particularly 
about the documents found in his possession at the 
time of his death, . 


Ay. 


‘ea | Director General. 


- ao aase 
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ponth of Issue; February, 
1950. 


The HIZB ol ISTIQUAL. (Indopendenoe Party in Tripolitania),. 
TREO ONGEAETS 
1. 


; The Hizb el Istiqlal is a politioal party | 
i which aima at obtaining the unity and indepondence of Libya 
: under an Arab national democratic government. Being the 
party which represonts pro-Italian sentimont in the 

territory, it differs from other local parties in refusing 

to accopt the Dnir SENUSSI as head of the now stato. 

Although its activitios aro not in themselves subversivo, 
the party is of soourity intorest in that, firstly it 

represents the outcome of ao prolonged clandestine campaign. 

on tho part of tho Italian govornmont to mako its influence . 

felt in Tripolitania; and, secondly, its very existonco is 

violontly opposed by a large section of the anti-Italian 

population and its activities are thorefore liable to 

provoke disorders. 


Evonts loading up to tho formation of tho ) portys 


a Tho form.tion of this party undor tho 
loadership of Salem Bey MUNTASSER is tho outoomo of 

persistont offort by tho Ministry of Italian Africa (MsIeAe)s 
Soon after the war tho Ministry re-established contact with 
Italo-phil Arabs by means of letter writing on tho part of 
former colonial officials to their Arab frionds. Tho 

letters followed o standard and obviously inspired form, groat 
stross always being laid on the happy days which lay ahoad when 
the ex-officials would roturn to thoir former posts, 


de With the arrival in tho torritory in Novombor 
1946 of a representative of the M.I.A., Dr. Gaotano CHAPRON, 

the task of wolding pro-Italian fooling into a tansible farm 
was bogun. Although CHAPRON's terms of reference were to 
supervise ond assist the Administration in the emigration ond 
immigration of Italians, it was soon apparont that he was 
dirocting, and was the inspiration bohind, all tho various 
activitios cimod at making an Italian roturn aeceptible to the 
/rabs. The first effort was tho formation of a Libyan ex- 
Sorvicomens' Association under tho leadership of on ex-Sergennt, 





Mohamed bon Ashur BELLUSA. Agents were sent round the country S eaeayt 
paying out small sums of monoy to Arabs who had served in the ee Te ea, 
Italian forces; in return for tho promise of full pensions Setar 
and back pay, the ex-servicemen wore expected to sign a oS ats 
document to whioh o hoading was later oddod, asking for an Sane Best 
Italian return. Those documonts wore later doposited with tho =. 9 = 
Four Power Commissicn of Enquiry in April 1948, | {Cape 


Those tactics/ 
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ste These tactics did not, as was hoped, 
induce a great many people to ask the Four Powor Commission 
for a retwn of Italian rulo. This was o groat disappoint- 
mont to Dr. CHAPRON and shortly aftor tho departure of the 
Four Powor Commission ho went to Romo for tho purpose of 
obtaining more money with which to purchanso support. That 
he must havo brought somo funds with him is confirmod to a 
cortain extont by tho increaso in pro-Italian activities 
2 subsequent to his roturn. Arab ox-scervicemon wore bribed 
: to nwoar affidavito that widor throats from the Libyan 
Liboration Committeo and B.ileA. thoy resignod from tho 
Ex-Servicomon's Assooiation, Italiano employed in tho 
& Adrinistretion carried on « pro=-I[talian propaganda campaign 
amongot their Libyan follow omployoos, giving them promises 
, of spocinl troatment, trips to Italy, oto. oto. if thoy would 
| ask for the return of tho Italiens. Londing Arab notables, . 
in portioular Salom Bey MUNTASSER and Ibrahim bon SHAABAN, 
eC) wore givon large suns of money for thoir support and activo 
co-oporation with CHAPRON, Summing up tieso activities it 
wos cloar that Dr. CIL\PRON, through his organisation (sce 
Appendix "D") was waging a ruthless campaign of bribery ond if 
corruption in an attempt to gein aon overwhelming demand for | 
the Italian roturn. Tho organisation he built up exists 
today with a very fow alterations though Signor GALLIMBERTI 
sucoecded Dr. CHAPRON as its hood, 


i ee 


oe CHAPRON's activities wore causing such a 
threat to security that following ropresontations by BMA, 
he was reoalled to Itely in June 1948; GALLIMBERTI proved a 
more discreet porson though ho obviously had tho somo brief as 
CHAPRON. He delogated more of the work to underlings such 
as Alfonso MARCHESI, Dino C/PELLO, Demetrio CATANESEI, and 
Angelo Della VALLE, ond was at pains not to bo soen in thoir 
company, but confinod his contacts to such peoplo as Conte 
Athos di BECC.TINI and other ahaprstestt Italians, and Salem 
Bey MUNTASSER. ; 


6. In Jugust 1948, an attempt was made to 
form a new party known as tho Hizb as Shaonb (The People's 
Party). Prior information had led to this development 

being closely watched and it wos Imown that tho person 
inspiring the party and in fact organising it, although his 
name never appenred, was Alfonso MiRCIESI. This blatant 
pro=Italian party raised a storm of protest and two bombs were 
thrown, one outside the house of a notorious Italo-phil and 
the other at the offices of the "41 Italia" cirline. Tho 
situation became so tenso that the party was denicd official 
recognition and MARCHESI, whose machinations had becomo well 
known to the srabs, wos advised to leave the territory for —. 
soe months in the interests of his own safety, which he did, ~ | 


, 
“ave 


te From that time the. tactics of the CALLIMBERTT » DARI yo a ; 
organisation changed and tho main effort was concentrated on the. a3, 2. i 
more prominent people and tribal leaders. An organisation ens sae 


oclling itselt/ EO a ie 
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onlling itsolf Tho Ministry of Italian .frioa Office for 

War Danage Claims wen sot up under Dometrio CiT/VNDSE, an. 
ox-Sorgonnt of the Italinn soorct police in Tripoli; .tho 

office was used as a channol for distributing monoy, in 

tho guise of paymont ngoinst claims, to verious /rabs whoso 
namos appeared on a list preparod by the Italian Rod Crosse 
This wos a list of sowo 117 individuals, prodominantly notablos 
with o sprinkling of morohnants ond agrioulturalists, who woro 
known to bo pro-Italian. 


8. 

Tho outoone of those now offorts was 
an attompt in Juno 1949 to form a Congress in opposition: to 
theo National Congress and to the SEINUSSI Enirato. The 
Congress was composed of woll-knovm Italo=phils, somo of 
whori had beon committee mombors of tho Peoplo's Party, It 
rapidly dissolved whon visited by youth membors of tho 
National Congross, One of ite mombors, Towfig GARLINI, 
left hurriedly for Erypt, anothor, Mulctor MUNTASSER, had 
to bo given polioo protoction, and o third, Rassem COOBAR, 
joined tho Netionnl Oongroen appatontly*throdich.an-inotinot 
of self-presorvation, ' 


Fortantion of tho Party. 


“he Tho failure of this Congross compolled | 
GALLIMBERTI to take diroot notion, nnd ao sorios of mootings 

at his house wore roported, Thoso meotings wero attended by 
the poople sho have now become recognised as tno activo pro- 
Italian nuclouo in the torritory., 4 dooisive inooting appoars 
to have taken placo on 26th Juno 1949, at tho houso of Mattoo 
INGRAVALLE, vihon tho party to bo was givon its name. Salem 
Bey MUNTASSER accoptod tho position of president, and the 
articles of assccintion (sco Appondix "O") woro drawn ups 
Salom is reported to havo nacoopted tho sum of £4,000 to induco 
him to come out into the opon. ‘ 


10. A few days lator, on tho 3rd July, a. 
lottor was recoived by tho Administration from MUNTASSER, 
notifying his intention to form tho HIZB ol ISTIQLAL and 
attaching the articlos of associntion. On 21st July 1949, 
tho formation of the party was formally announced in tho 
Tripoli press. 


Strourmthe 


es 


11. 
Tho strength of tho party has not yet 
been ostablished, but the conviotion that it comands wide= 


sprond support is borne out by the names of its committees 9) 
members (see Appendix "B'), The committee contains notables . 
from overy important centre in the territory, os woll as from» .~ 
Tripoli oity, who will cortainly command their own individual nee 


following. 


hotivities/ 
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Aotivitics. 
12. 


Berly in September 1949, the Hizb el 
ISTIQLAL organisod its first lerge conference. This, conference, 
which was hold in Tripoli ond which was attendod by about 800 
persons, wos orginised as a counter blast to tho National 
Congress confcrence held in August and was marked by heokling 
from National Congross youths, two of whom wore orrestod by 

tho police. 


13. 

3 During the rost of the month most ‘of the 
party's enorgios and a considerable portion of its finances 
were dircctcd towards tho despatch of a dolognation to UNO. 

At Leake Succoss the Istiqlal dologation, much to the surprise 
of evoryone, joined with the National Congross dolegation, with 
an official of tho Arab League ccting os adviser to both 
delogations. When their turn camo to spoak before U.N.0., tho 
Istiqlel dolegation asked for imnediato indopondence and asked 
that a UsNeO. Commission be appointed to supervise the transfer 
of powor from tho British Administration to tho new govornnent 
which would be sot up. This latter proposal was approved by 
U.N.O., indopondonos boing doforrod till 1952. 


Ure Also during Soptember, two mombors of the — 
Istiqlal Porty, Khelil NASSUF ond Abdul Mojid KUBAR, went to 

Cairo to contact AZZAM Pasha and other Arab Leaguo notables, | 
After the U.N.O. dooision regerding Libya was mado mown these.» - 
two, togother with North African nationalist leaders, went to | 
Abdin Palaco to thank King Foruk for the part he and Egypt had ©: 
played in supporting the Libyans! dermond for indopendence, . 


LS 
locnwhile, in Tripolitania, tho Istigqlal 
wore encountering moro snd more opposition from the National a 
Congress Party and from an increasing sootion of the Arab 
population on account of thoir pro-Italian sympathies. Whon / 
the Istiqlal dologation to U.N.O. returned to Tripoli they wero . 
given « reception ct party headquarters. <A largo crowd of thoir ~ 
opponents gathored outsido the premises and caused such a 


disturbence that polioe wore obliged to disporse the crowd on 
two occasions. 


16s On January 1949 Matteo GALLIMBERTI ~ 
committed suicide. <A routine investigation into the ciroun-~ 
stances of his death revenled certain papors of scourity 
interest. In consequonco a thorough searoh was mado of his 
flat and of his office, and doouments woro found showing 
without ony shadow of doubt that ho was reoeiving large suns 


of money from the Ministry of Italian Africa for an attempt ae, vegies 


to gain support for on Italian roturn. A statement of Aon tamteyes 


account for Januery 1950 shows MAL 1,500,000 (£3,125) os § 4! ag 3 on 


having been spont on the Istiqlal Porty, whilst a letter oe Looe 
August 1949 from the Ministry of Italian Afrioa authorised: \* gop # 


GALLINDERTI to spend up to MAL 4,000,000 (£8,333) on finenoing ae 


the Party. There is, however, sone uncertainty as to how » 


much actually reached the perty, since it was evident that Seas Sat 
‘ ; ey Bi >, iS r a 


GALLIMBERTI/ Peta Fs Seat 





ae 


—— 


ee 


TOP SECRET 





GALLIMBERTI had beon misapproprinting these funds and that he 
committed suicide on boing oalled to ncoount for them. ; 


GALLIMBERTI's organization is believed to have 
been taken over by Dino CAPELLO, who is continuing his 
aotivitios on - reducod scale, 
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PERSONALITIES , 


Salem Bey MUNTASSER.»\ 
Ir. Gaetano. CHAPRON, 
Matteo CALLIE-DERTI, 
Alfonso MARCHESE. 
Dino CAPELLO. 
Demetrio CATANISE. 
Angelo della VALLE, 
Mukhtar MUNTASSER. 
Ahmed Rassem es KUBAR« 
Matteo INGRAVALLE, 
Tufiq GARIANI. 


it}——Nehammed—ben—iehun-BRLLUGA, 
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APPENDIX "A". 


(1) 


(2) 


(3) 


N? 007232 


(4) 


PERSONALITIES, 
SALDM Bey MUNTASSER, 


Yorn 1890 at Misurata, Tripolitania. 
A man of olementary education wno speaks Arabio onlye 
He served the Italian Government in Libya as semi- 
official adviser from 1911 until the Laberation in 1943, 
In 1943 he was appointed member of the Chief Adminis- 
trator's jrab Advisory Council. He was olcotod 
President of tho Unitod National Front (JEBHA) in 1946 
but was dismissed in 1948 ofter he had startod to 
establish scoret contact with Italian agonts. 
MUNTASSER is prepared to co-operate with any foreign 
power providod his fomily prestigo and his finanoial 
intorosts oro sofoguarded. Ho is rogarded by tho new 
generation as Traitor No. le 


Dre GAET.iINO CHAPRON, 


CHAPRON arrivod in Tripoli in 


‘Novembor 194.6 as Repatriation Reprosontativo of tho 


Ministry of Italian Africa to deal with tho hoad for 
head exchange of Italians between tho two countrics. 

At the outset CHAPRON entertainod lavishly and mado 
evory offort to ingratiato hinsolf with senior 

members of tho Administration. Through bribory and 
corruption he was able to establish an olaborato 

spy ring through which ho is bolieved to havo reoeivod, 
inter olia, copies of British Administration dooumonts,. 
CHAPRON wan cordially disliked but groatly foared by 
the Italians in Tripolitania,. 


Mattoo GALLIMDERTI. 


An Italian, agod about 52. 
GALLIMBERTI is an official in the Ministry of Italian 
ifrica and holds the appointment of Italian Repatria~ 
tion Representative in Tripolitania. He arrived in 
Tripoli in June 1948 and sinoo that dato has dircoted 
the political intrigue of tho Ministry of Italian 
Afrioa in its offort to re-establish Italian influcnoo 
in Tripolitania. GsLLOIWDERTI committed suicide on 
llth January 1950, presumably because he was being 
called to account for tho disbursomont of funds roceived 
from the Ministry of Italian Africae 


wLNONSO LLARCHESE. 


Born in Sicily MARCHESE is ao lawyer 
by profossion. Ho is also the Tripolitania 


correspondent of/ 
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AL“ONGO }IARCHESE (Cont'd); 


correspondeit of A.I.D.I. (Agenzia Italiana ai 
Informazione). MARCHESE is reported to have admitted 
in Septombor 1948 that he had been converted to comm= 
unism. uit that tame his propaganda activities had 
reachcd such a pitch that the Administration 

Suggested to him, indircotly, that he leave the 
country. This he did, and returnod in Dooembor 194.8, 
He was thon said to bo omployod by the Italian Ministry 
of African Colonics os a Counsellor, but no confirmation 
of this has beon obtained. In May 194.9 MARCHESE 
announced his intention of retiring from politics, 

it is thought as a result of a warning by GALLE TUTTI, 
to whom the Administration had spokon strongly 
rogarding the danger to public security arising from 
tho activities of cortnin Italian agents. MARCHESE, 
however, is belioved still to be activoly engagod in 
spreading pro-Italian propaganda. 


re ee ee tee 


Born 1912 at Syracuse, CAFELLO 
is a lawyer by profession. Hoe was an officer in 
the Italian Army until 1939 andwas Deputy Prefeot of 
Misurata prior to the British occupation of Tripolitania, | 
In 1943 subjeot was appointed "Residente" at Crippi and in 
that capacity was suspected of embezzling monies with | 
which he should have peid farmers. He was the leading 
Italian agent in the Eastern Provinoo for some yoars and 
in January 1949 he moved to Tripoli, where ho shared an 
office with ..\lfonso MARCHESE (s00 Personality Note No, | 
4). CARDLLO was thereafter active in Italdaon intriguo | 
to rogain control of Tripolitania and is known to havo | 
attompted to foster discontent amongst the natives in | 
august 1949, when ho visited provincial contres in his , | 
professional capacity, At the ond of Novomber 194.9 | 
CuFELLO loft for Italy on urgent privato affairs, It 
is believed that C.PELLO continued the work of 
CALIMERTI oftor the latter's suicide, 


DLLiMgO CATANESE. 


Italy. From 1932 - 1936 CATANESE was a Corporal in the 
Italian Army, subsequently becamo a Sorgprrt in P.A.I. 
(Polizia Africana Italiana) - (the Italian counter- 
intelligence organisation) - and a member of the "Polizia 
Venatoria" (Forest Guards/Camo Wardons). In 1942 CATZNESE 
was invalided out on account of injuries sustained during 
un air raid ond he thon set up as a publio writer in 
Tripoli, His office later became responsible for the pay-= 
ment of Vor Damage Claims and came under the supervision of 
GAITIMEETI of the Ministry of Italian Afrioa. It was 
later (Docenber 1949) reported that GAT/NESE was working | 
undor the direction of Conte della CROCE, the looal 
representative of the Italian Foreign Office. COATANESE's 


Born épril 1912 at Reggio di Calabria, | 
| 
| 
| 


assignment was/ 
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of Secretary of arab iffairs at Cussabat. Ho 
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ausignment was reported to consist of;- 


(a) advasing the ISTIQLAL on matters of polioy 
and reoruitmont. 


(b) undermining, through his agents, the 
popularity of tho National Congress, and 


(oc) discrediting, through his agents, the 
british Administration in the eyes of the 
Arabs, 


ANGELO della VALLE. 


Born in Rome in 1905. Ho is a 
storekeepor by occupation, having previously 
served in the Italian Army as a Corporal and 
later as o Militia subaltorn omployed in an 
ordnance depot in Tripoli. After tho British 
occupation della VALLE was omployed as estate 
managor for an Italian but was proseouted by 
him for misappropriation of funds. della VALLE 
was declared bankrupt. In 1947, 8 and 9, 
subjeot worked at the goneral wholesale marko+ in 
Tripoli, devoting his spare time to distributing 
money to Libyan ex-serviocomen on behalf of Italian 
agonts. In May 1949 della VALLE went to Italy and 
is still there, it is believed omployod by the 
Ministry of Italian Africa, 


Muktar /jhmod Hassan MUNT/.SSER, 


Born Misurata, Tripolitania, in 
1910. 4. momber of the influential MUNTASSER 
family and nephew of Salem Bey MUNTASSER., During 
the Italian regime in Libya Muktar MUNTASSER was 
cmployed as an adviser on Arab affairs ond has 
acquired an Italian manner and way of living. 
Shortly after the British occupation of Libya, 
Muktar was employed as Scorotary of Arab Affairs 
at Garion and rendored good service in that 
capacity until, in August, 1945, he "resignod" 
following © report that ho was accepting bribes 
from local notables. In January 1948 ho was 
ro-employed by BM... aftor intercession on his 
behalf by SALuii Bey. He now holds the position 


has latcly been on leave without pay in order 

to roprosent the ISTIQLAL, of which he has beon a 
momber sinco its inocption, at UNO. Although 
Muktar MUNTASSER wields somo influonoe owing to 
his family connootions ho is not vory popular ' 
with local Jrabs on account of his know pro-= 
Italian sympethics. 


Rassom Bey iUBAR/ 
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Rassom Bey KUBAR (or COOLAR). 


Born in Gerdan, Tripolitania, 
ciroa 1890. During tho Turkish rulo, KUBAR woo a 
Civil Seorotary. In tho onrly days of tho 
Italian ocoupation tho KUAAR family fought againot 
the Italions, ono mombor being condemned to doath, 
ono flecing to Turkoy ond Rassim taking rofuge in 
Tunis. Rassem was lator pardonod by tho Italians 
and in 1937 was appointed Chief of Gendarmerie. 
He held no offico undor the British Administration 
until 1947, when he was appointed adviser to tho 
Senior Civil jffeirs Officor, Central Province, 
Ho was a member of the United National TIront 
(JEBHA) but was dismissed from that organisation 
on account of his pro-Italion attitudo. Local 
politionl oirolos bolievo him to be a blind 
followor of Salom Boy MUNTASSER. During tho 
May 1949 domonstrations against the Povin-Sforza 
plan KUBIR was singlod out for attack by tho 
domonstrators. 


Matteo INGRAV.LLE, 


Born 1891 at Disooglin (Bari), Italy. 
At presont a concession holder by occupation. 
ING:UVALLE is known to havo joined the Fascist 
Party in 1920 and took part in.tho Maroh on Romo 
in 1922, He has a long reoord of official 
appointiionts in Tripoli undor tho Fasoist rogimo. 
In 1948 INGRAVALLE wont to Italy in connootion with 
the affairs of the Libyan Disabled Ex-Servicemen's 
Assoolation ("MUTILATI DI GUERRA"), of which ho was 
nominated President. Ho was prominent in tho 
foundation of tho Hizb ol ISTIQLAL and has boon 
active in the dissemination of pro-Italian 
propaganda sinoo 1948, 


Mohammed Tufik ol G..RTANI. 


orn at Garian, Tripolitania, in 1898, 
In 1923 ho fled fro the Italians and took refuge in 
Esypt, whore his wife and two ohildren still rosido, 
GARIANI roturned to Tripoli in August 1946, where, 
oftor addrossing a mocting of the KUTLA Party, ho 
was tho guest of Salom Bey MUNTSSER. From 1947 to 
January 1949 GARIANI was.again in Egypt, although 
it was reported that ho was a momber of tho United 
National Front in Tripolitania during that tine, 
ifter his return to Tripoli in January 194.9 GARIANI 
appears to havo swung over to a pro~L[talian point of 
viow, and ho vas prominont in spreading pro-Italian 
propaganda in the Central Province, Follovwins tho 


attormpt to/ 
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Moharmed Tufik el GiitI4ANI, (Cont'd): 


attompt to form a Congress at Garian in opposition 
to the Notional Congross GARLINI was throatenod by 
youths of this latter organisation end left for 
Egypt. Ho returnod in Septombor, having in tho 
interim despatched pamphlots to Tripoli calling 
upon Libyans to unite and domand the re-integration 
of the farmor Libya, resorting to violenoo if 
necessary. «4 certain amount of friotion is said 
to oxist botwoon GARIJNTZ and Salen Boy MUNTASSER 
at tho moment owing to the failure of the Inttor 

to offer tho formor the soorotaryship of tho ISTIQLAL 
which GARIANI oxpeoted, 
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Central Cormittco of Hisb cl IST: QLAL 


Solem Bey MUN) ASSDR eee eee 
iia) Xhalil Nesuf Simo 
.bdnlloe Bey SHIP see aoe 
addulmojid COOBM? «se ces cee 
Rasom BCyY COOBAR ise “ne0s sees 
Prot. Xemel cl MAMMALI eee 
Sheikh sdimed Boy CHIRZA toe 


Ali Boy Ben SHsBaiN eee eee 


Mohamed Sey ben Haan MUNTASSER - 


Soul BUNT ay Yee re ey 
Mohamed bes ibdussamad NAAS 
Abdella ben MATUGH WC 
abdeolla LiJELI ote 6 heaseeles 
fli Sasi NSAM C64 ee Cees 
AOORLLG DONO BMEDE gig Sion soca 


he 'tkh Ao oda MHJUB eee eee 


President 
Trcasuror 
Scorotary 

' Comptroller 


Membcr 


= 
- 
SS ett dere teens 


— 
— 
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Avticles if Acsociation 


Ts Preamble 


As o rooult of vecent inte:mational movements following the 
decision of the U.I.0; after oxamining the actual situation; after 
studying matters reganling our future; to fulfil the duty of every 
citizen to achicve for his county i'rcedom and dcisocracy; and to give 
expression to she Wishes of many sections of the inhabitants of 
Tripolitanio; ‘there ‘as been organised a political party to be known 
as the "Hisb cl Isticlal" (Independence Party). 


Il. Objec iS 


Its ovjects rre:- 


First: To achieve for Libya Unity, its 1938 boundarics, completo 
independence, ond an Arub national democratic government, 


Socondly: To achieve for it mombership of the Arab Lenguc, 


Ili. Constitution 


tee 


Article 1. ‘the party shall have two committees ~ a Central Admin, 
Comnmitteo and a General Committoe. 


Article 2. Tho Central Conmittce shall consist of not more than 21 
members and not less than 11 manbors ~ to includo a prosidont, a 
general cecrotary, a treasurer, and an edministrative socrotary. 


Articlo 3. The Gcnexal Committoc shall consist of the momnbers of 
the Central Conmittce and tiw presidents of tho branch committees 


montioned in Article 17, 





Anticle 4. The Conural Coumitteo has the right to clect the presidont, 
the vice-president, the general écerctory, and the treasurer. The 
Contral Committee will elect the administrative sccretery,. 


article 5, 411 merbers must bu nationalists, and of good character and 
mature age. 


Article 6, The Contrel Comittee shall mect every woek end the General 
Commattoc every tarce months as from tho lapse of tho yoar of’ the 
‘Plight o. the Prophet'; when notices of meeting are issucd tho agenda 


shall be includca, 


Article 7, The President may convene on cxtraomdinary meeting of" 
menbers whonever he thinks nuccssary, 


Articolo 8. 4 quorum for a meeting; shell consist of ao bare majority. 


article 9. When a difforcnce of opinion among mombers shall arise the 
mattcr shall be docided on a majority of votes = the president giving 
o casting vote in the evont of « tie, 


Article 10. In the absence of the President the Vice-President shall 
preside ond thereafter the oldest ionber present. 


— 
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article ll. Nhe Central Cowmittee is cmpowered to disposo of all 
urgent end ordinrcy’ busincss of the party. Hut, in matters of 


* 


importance the decision of the Central Comaittce is necessary. 


.rtilolc 12, ic Oontrel Comittce must circulate betwocn the meetings 


the minutcs of ita last mooting to the Guncsal Committce for approval. 


dxticle 13. Ti: President mar modiss’ an Agenda, convene mectings, ond 
dnotituto discussions, sigm petitions ond dimortont communications, 
execute thu ducisions of the Gormnittce, resresent th: prrty on all 
officirl occacions, and donl with urgent motters including matters for 
vhich the cspcnliture of not morc then 10,000 M.4.L. is involved - 
provided he invonns the Comittee at its next mecting. 


wticle 1. The Generel & PUR ERY shell keep copics of report 
sSttaionn, tclof ans, lotters and agenda. He may sign lotiors je 
dmvitations with the concent of the Prccident. at mectings he will 
reeoid tic minutes, 


Se +e - 


Article 15. fll other administrative vork shall be delogated to 
‘tho administrative scerctory. He will be responsible for the custody of | 
all tho party's docwnats, registers, correnmvondencs, ond furmiture. 

He shell not disclose information gleancd in his capacity as secretory 

to anyone other then the members without the approval of tle Committee 
end. the Presidunt, Ne shell act as assistant to the Gcnoral Sccrotary. 


a 


Azticle 16. The sdisinistrative Seeretary will be paid a mont hl: 
galary from the funds of thc narty for his acitinistrative work. He 
shall not attcnd mectings ot which his salexry is being discusscd. 


Article 17, ‘The party may orgenise branches in those parts of tho 
territory ond cl sumere which sirport it om adhere to its principles. 


ixticle 18. The Continl Conmitteo, and also the branches, shall kcop 
records of ¢:c nemco of supporters and members. 


Article 19 Yh.e Peosident of the Ccntial Conmittce or the Vico- 
President will control 11 the activities of such branches. Every 


branch shall submit to the Contyveal Committce informition as required, 


frticle 20, Tho Central Committoe shall nominate one of its members 
to control oll the branches in the territory. 


article 21. The Centrel Conmmittce shall communicate to the branches 
all its actions ond proposals. 


wwticlo 22, Every president of every branch may attend meetings of the 
ene Coumittce as a spectator. 





drticle 23, The funds of the party and those of its branches will be 
derived from donations from members, and inhabitants of the torritory. 


wticle 24. Money accumulated by ‘the party shell be deposited with the 


Cont: sal Committee, No expenditure shell be incurred without the prior 
approval of the Central Comnaittce oxcept as provided by article 13. 
Receipts by the General Treasurer or the Treasurers of branches shall be, 
given for money received for the fund. ranches however may retain a 


rosorve of cash to moot curent cxpcnditure. 


at “a 
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~ 3 - 
avticle <5. The Treasurer shall submit a balance-shovt at cach 
Gonoral Meeting. Yhe General Conmittcve may modify decisions regarding 


cxecndi.ture in the interests of the varty ao it tainks necessary. 


fAxticlo 26. No monboxr shell uso narty funds ov the party's name for 


his ovm personal cnds. Wnrosoeve.s: doos choll be dismisuced from tho 
pars 
Anticle 27. Wiuenever a mombex acts contrary vo the principles of 


tho party, ox divulpos angtiing suesot ‘yieh han beon disoussed et 
moctings, he shall be diamicscd., 


Article 23, <All letters: and communications intonded for the party 
Shall be adizacsod to the Central Hondquarters, Tho General Scerctary 
shall bring such: to the notice of the President before moctings. 


Article £2: The sedi ty will publish a navspapeur to serve its interests, 
and to pu SL icic:. its nins. There is no objection to this receiving 
assistance from vxports provided oxpcndituro can be mot from the funds 
ond all profits go to the Anda. 


Articlo 350. The party shall orgenise other committocs os it thinks 
necessary. 


Azticle 51. Atvtcr the foregoing articles of Association have boon 
Bupmittod to, and approved by the eae of the General Committco, 
they will be considered as operative. Every member siwll then givo 
the following oath - I swear in the namo ie GOD and on ny honour and 
on the nonour of my sacred countsy to be faithful to the principles 

of the party viz:- to work fox tie independonco of a united Libya 
Within ite noatuvol boundarics as before World Wor II; completo 
independence with on dveb Democratic Constitutional National Governnent; 
and momberchip of such a Libyan Government within the érab League. 


ixticle 32. The Gencrel Committoco may by the approval of co majority 
of members wenity these zrticles of Associotion as it thinks necessary. 
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AFPENDIX "D" 
Pro-Italian Organisation Chart 
Dr. G.CHAPRON 
(Representative of Ministry of Italian Africa) 
= : ae ! 9 i - 

ARAB ACTION COMMITTEE ITALIAN ACTION COMMITTEE ARAB NOTABLES 
Ibrahim CRITLE Bestir CARIANI Conte SOTTO CASA MANTIERT Salen MUNTASSER 
Ramadan GRITLI Bubaker NASM Alfonse MARCEESE LATTANZI * Vahmud KUNTASSER 

Sheikh Mohamed sRTIGH GIUSTI MUCCIO (Treasurer Italisn Red Cross) Ibrahim SHAABAN 

Sheikh Mohamed Dé UWI Admiral FENZI Conte DELLA CROCE 


idustafa MIZRAN 
Padre ILLUHINATO 


PROVINCIAL CENTRES 














(1) 
ae eee Ss. ae Gr am : Re Say | 7 ; 
ITALIAN EX- ARAB =i-SERVICE- UFFICIO COMITATO CIRCOIO IT.LUIAN ITaLIaN COURTS 
SERVICEMEN MEN'S sSSOCLATION MEDALGIO REPRESS NTATIVO ITaLIa RED 
(MUTILATT ) (M. INGRAVALLE) ITZLIANO CROSS 
(2) (Adml. FEHZI) (3) 
| SS AE NS SES 
ECONOMIC FRONT IZ..LIAI POLITICAL 
(D. CATTITI) ASSOCIATION FOR 
THE PROGRESS OF LIBYA 
(=. CIBRLLI) 
NOTTS Offices are scattered throughout Tripoli. No meetings are held twice in the same place. 


(1), (2) & (3) control and unknown number of agents who operate in the provinces and in Tripoli. 


ain et ee ne 2 ee et 4 _----_ —- * 
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EXTRACT from Poreign Office file 3+10112/9_ reoeived 6.5.50. | 


Por SP t frioa, 


CORY. 


(This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be retained by 
the authorised recipient and not passed on), 


Cypher/OTP FOREIGN OFFICE DISTRIBUTION 
FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO ROME 
No, 306 


14th February, 1950, Dt 5.556 am, 15th February, 1950, 


Repeated to Tripoli No.71 Asmara No,89 Addis Ababa No,146 
Saving to Washington No.767 B.M,E,0. (Cairo) No,126 Benghast No.16 
and Paris No,569, 


PRIORITY 
SECRET 


eee 





Addressed to Rome tele No, 306 of lth February, 
repeated for information to Tripoli, Asmara and Addis Ababa and 
Saving to Washington British Middle East Office (Cairo) Benghazi 
and Paris, 


| —| ba 
My immediately preceding telegram, 1 
Pollowing are the requests made to the Italian Government:- nee 


1. That the Italian Covernment should issue categorical | 
instructions to their representatives of every class md grade 
in Eritrea and Tripolitania that they should henceforth desist 
from all ‘kinds of intervention direct or indirect in the local 
politica of the territories, 


2. That Italian Government officials in Eritrea and Tripolitania 
acquire their funds through regular banking channels and 

confine their expenditure to strictly official 

purposes and, except with the knowledge and consent of the 
British Administration, make no payments for "charitable" 

or other purposes to non-Italian nationals, 





3» That the legitimate functions of Dr, Callimberti's 
Repatriation Office should be transferred to Signor Gaya, 


4. The responsibility for the offices of the "Danni di 
Guerra” and the "Mutilati di Guerra" should at once be trans- 
ferre@ to Signor Gaya and that their activities should hence- 
forward be confined to the legitimate purposes for which they 
were eatablished, 


5. That the Italian Government should at once arrange for parent 
the return to Iraly of the following persons who are implicated Ae hyn: A 
in Dr, Gallimberti's improper activities, 4.e., Sigg, Catanese, Pay 5 
Marchese, Manera, Cappelo and Giusti. A Siete 
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. frequent complaints had been made to the Italian Government . 

Of. the: use made of, political bribery. by. their representatives 

An doth -Tripolitsnia and Eritrea, ° His Majesty's Governient’s 

< souhaiate ba actions been rasbed tde-tytafeeieg 

\ 4 bad been claimed that the suns spent were infinitesinal, Ut tea ool 
Mgr: Q"ajeta, was. in particular reminded of Mr, Ward's!» ik 
~eonversation: 4th-Count-Zoppt- last August, <= aioe ie rae 


‘ 


rg: When ‘De,’ ‘Gd1Laiberti had: committed suicide he bed: 
ert behind him .d note which indicated Clearly to the police 

- fet it eet py ie territory, : 
but dn’ finangial transactions Whioh were flagrant violative 

or ‘the exchange oontrol regulations, ‘The police had then. ba 

, quite rightly’ Anyestigated: his papers and’ fron those 4¢: sit: Nes 
‘Shepipceppenent4 Hatt De.Gallimberti had received from the >... 
Italian. Goverment: through ithe Ministry of Italian Africa ; ae 

:, Bat Without rr haataast the. Pmt suns of: hasan 


fet wth :ocecitaly 





hears 
"yhoo 


~~ amongst. the Tripolitanian Arabs.''.One of the nost’. 

reat “coup? amportant doctments found bord the signature of minie : 
Brusasca, the.Under-Seeretary in charge of. the Ministry \- 

es Italian Africa,..We could not however accept ad . 
-pleathat Dr, Gallimberti's ‘dotivities were ‘the "Faby. 5 
. bility of that partiouler Ministry because othesUgpennate: 

A Gabrenreyh i rege-tturd primed trv nonerorter at 
~ghowed that the Ministry of Foreign Affairs were perfectly *” 

e well aware of what-was.going oa, | Moreover Dr, Gallimberti | 
. had. been under Lastructions to copy all his communications 


to the Ministry of Porvign Affairs as veld as to the xintstry.; 
00 Ttaldan Afriea, PERS cence 


“e 


He ta his eatititie Dr. Gallinberti had boon 
i adel and abated: by certain Italians ‘in Tripoliteata, | 
« Some of the A12egal exohange transactions had been)’: 


os 


? 
s** 


| conducted through. ‘the: Colisarsio Agrario, and insti ution | 


“ 


3 eee ED Paper of: whose entities Count Sforse had only 


iu 


oe ana 1 Waed Gapeoper aativities of Ttalian cette hy 
races ae UE us? oruer Italian’ colonies were’ regarded in the most’. ..c5 
os us “ <eabhoas, ree by. His: Majesty's Government and they mst... < °° 
“ , poneoforward eease not’ merely. in ‘Tripolitania but: in Eritrea. 
oe BB MOLL s/o were perfectly well ‘aware that, despite our’ )'(' es 

. Peptébentations, Count Gropello. had ‘not desisted from’ the cy 

« rastloes iat whee ve complained,” : Indeed,’ wale ented 

“had reached us ‘that his practices were extending beyond \ 

» the ‘boundaries of Eritrea into another country. baspi te: 

; the Ttalian Government's earlier protestations tO the 3 e0* 

soetreny Gellinberti's Aproper aniston bit now been proved 


elt bl ane 
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Py wade «.® ? re ’ , ¥" 


i ga'A6 wap: €tétheait therefaie to: take at their feow value 
+ feadals, that Gropello's activities | were innocent. | -%. 


pti 6% Om the Other band His Majésty’s Goverment até not 
3 “wih Was nator serious as it was, to. affect Aagheehtadten 


V 
‘ 
ry 


: Lat F Soald be Webs Se THailha Aiteteste In gosh uartare ts Vie 
oe </ Vedted Metdenss -Mereéver in view of Signor Brusasda's 
erate SS Se See aa we See 


, 


“these proceedings would inevitably lead to disclosure ef: ’ 
the preoreay Cu the Sther hand His Majesty's Goverment 


‘phil removal 6¢. cue @f the eauses of friction vo far ai the 


apn togeicee \" plgner Q°Ajote was: then given to réed the suméry 
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EXTRACT from Poreign Office file J,1011 received 6.5.50, 


Por SF, 92/Italy/N.A frica, 


COPY, 
HEADQUARTERS 
BRITISH ADMINISTRATION, TRIPOLITANIA 

SECRET, 26th January, 1950, 

o/20/e/, Despatch No.2. 

Sir, oo 

I have the honour to refer to my telegrams nos4i1,13-U% 

» = and No.l saving, concerning documents found in the flat of the 

late Dr, Gallimberti, 


Although examination of all these documents is not yet 
complete, I am now in a position to report on those dealing with 
the financial transactions undertaken by Dr. Gallimberti for 
propaganda purposes (see para. 2 (b) of my tel. no. 1 saving). 


I enclose in duplicate a complete list of the documents 
falling in this category together with photostatic copies of the 
more important of them. I have retained the originals which 
can be supplied to you if desired. Further photostatio copies 
can also be prepared of any of the other papers which you may 
require, 


2. These documents prove that Dr, Callimberti, who was 
seeving in this territory as an official of the Italian Government, 
received from that government through the Ministry of Italian 
Africa sume of money, of which 27,000,000 MAL is on record, part 
of which he expended on the instructions of the Ministry for the 
purpose of organizing and sustaining a pro-Italian political 
movement among the Tripolitanian Arabs, It is clear that some 

at least of these dealings were carried out with the knowledge 

and consent of the Italian Ministry of Poreign Affairs (of 

dooument No.4& in the enclosed list), 


3. Dr. Gallimberti was assisted in his activities by a 
number of local Italians, prominent among whom are the advocates 
Marchese and Cappello, Dr. Manera of the triation Office, 
Signor Catanese of the Ufficio Danni di Guerra, Dr, Vincenzo 
Muccio and his brother Raffaeli Muccio of the Ufficio Mutilati 
di Guerra ond Signor Carlo Giusti of the Consorzio Agrario,. 


L. It is evident that for the last year or so Dr, Gallimberti’s 
finenoiel rectitude has been the object of some concern to his 

Ministry. On 25th, February 1949 he was sent instructions in 

somewhat sharp terms enjoining strict scoountancy for the sums 

transmitted (document No.I5 enclosed), In the following May a | 
reminder was sent and in July he was 4nstructed to hand his 
accounts to the visiting Minister, Signor Alessandrini (Documents | 
Nos. 16 and 17). This he failed to do and on the 23rd July | 
a further severe rebuke came from the Ministry (Document No.19) 

followed by two letters in September (Nos. 20 and 21) the seoond 

of which refers to the sum of 18 miljion lire waccounted for, 


His Majesty's Prinoipal Seoretary of State -e | , 
for Poreign Affairs, /over. Lie, | 
oO” aul [ 


Poreign Office, 
London, S.W.1l. : 
» Wine te Raters Aad Sop ees aly, “Aletc (ty AN ety itl x f . ae 





5. Although Gallimberti may have been unable to account for 
all the money placed ot his disposal, there 4s no doubt that vory 
considerable sums were put to political uses. Evidence of this 

is to be found in the 237 signed receipts and 129 unsigned payment 
notes which have been discovered, These receipts are of consider- 
able interest, showing os they do that not only those whose 
friendship to Italy was known but also verious givernment officials, 
prominent notables, and viciferous 'patriots' - men in all 

walks of life - accepted the bounty of the Italian state. 


In partioular the Istiqlal (Independence) Party and to 
& lesser extent the Arad ex-servicemens' organization, received 
subsidies amounting to many millions of lire, Apart from admin-=- 
istrative expenses (inoluding 100,000 MAL for 'rent' in the 
desert outpost of Hon) large monthly payments were made to leading 
local personalities in order to seoure their adherence to the party, 
in addition to which the Italian Government would appear to have 
footed the bill for the visit of the Istiqlal Delegation to 


* Lake Success. 


6. It is interesting to note that Callimberti's activities 
extended even to Cyrenaica where it would appear he employed a 
number of agents under the direction of Yussef Ben Katou, who 

is well known for his pro-Italian sympathies. 


I am addressing a separate communication to the British 
Resident in Benghazi on thisespeot of the matter. 


7° As to the channels through which these funds may have 
been transferred from Italy to Tripolitania there are at least 

two regular methods which may have been employed. It would be 
possible without much fear of detection for the Italian Government 
to pay money to the Consorzio Agrario office in Rome end for 
corresponding sums to be made available by their office in 
Tripoli. There is evidence of at least one such payment having 
been made and the prominence of Signor Carlo Ciusti's name on 
these transactions lends colour to this view (Signor Giusti is 
Managing Director of the Consorzio Agrario in Tripoli), 


‘ It 4s apparent on the other hand that sane of Cellimberti"s 
correspondence on the subject in question was brought from Rome 


by the hand of an Alitalia employee, It is not unlikely that the 
seme method may have been adopted for the transfer of money. 


There are however many other possibilities and on the 
evidence that has so far come to light the chances of any successful 
action for infrignement of the currency laws would appear to be 


slender, 





yy 8. With regard to theetion to be taken in consequence of 
* these exposures, you will doubtless wish to make suitable represent- 
ay ations to the Italian Government and to suggest inter alia 
: that the legitimate functions of Dr. Gallimberti's office should 
be taken over in future by Signor Caja. As far as local action is 
concerned I would recommend as a minumum the expulsion from the 
territory of certain well-knowm political agents (e.g. Catanese, 
Marchese, Manera and Cappello) and the immediate closure of the 
Denni di Guerra and Mutilati di Guerra offices. 


9. I will report on the remainder of the documents discovered 
in Dr. Gellimberti's flat as soon as they have been properly 
examined and analysed. 


10. A copy of this despatoh, without enclosures, has been 
sent to His Majesty's Ambassador in Rome, the British Resident in 
Benghazi and the British Middle East Office in Cairo, 
I have the honour to be, with the highest respect, 
Sir, : 
Yours most obedient servant, 
signed(T.R. Blackley). 


Wr aladiieedp sy 
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INWARD SAVING TELEGRAM 


By Confidential Bag POLITICAL DISTRIBUTION 
FROM TRIPOLI TO FOREIGN OFFICE 





Mr. Blackley 
No. 1 Saving 
Jonuoary, 1950. R. 19th Jonuary, 1950. 


fit 7.9 2/L ety / 


CONFIDENTIAL 
eee | N Mfercn 


Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No, 1 Saving of 18th 
Jonuary 1950, Repeated for information Saving to Rome, Benghazi ond 
B.M.E.O. qe AS be 
/ jw 
My telegrams Nos. 9 ond 11 ond your telegrom No. 19. Search 
of Dr, Geallimberti's office was carried out on 14th January in the 
presence of a witness selected by Signor Gajo. No further 


incriminating documents were discovered, 


Repeated to: Rome, Benghazi, B.M.E.O. (Cairo) 





2. Papers of interest found in the flat foll into three main 
categories - 


(a) Confidentiol documents belonging to the Administration, 
These are of small security importance and do not inolude 
eny material received from or addressed to the Foreign 
Office. (One or two of them are palpable forgeries), 
Suitable steps will be taken to trace the sources o 
leckage. | 


(b) Documents relating to the finoncial transactions widertaken 
by Dr. Gallimberti for propagenda purposes ond the funds 
at his disposal, 
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(c) Documents of general political end intelligence interest, 
illustrative of the oims ond nethods of the Ministry of 
Italian Africa, 





———s 
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3. Police examination of all these documents has not yet been 
completed, but the indications are that some at least of the money 
reached Gallimberti through the chonnel of the Consorzio Agrcario,. 


.. Iwill report fully cs soon as investigations are finished in 
order thet you may meke such representations as you may see fit to 
the Italian Government ond instruct what ‘action should be taken 
locally. The latter may include expulsion from the territory of 
certain political agents and the closing of the Danni di Guerra 
Office which has been used as cover for much underhaond activity. 
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Copy in PF .604,195. 
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P, I went yéste © see Mr. Clutton, head of the 
wh African Departmont at the Foreign Office, who had in fact 
ne already given permission for GALIMBERTI's office to be searched, 
All that the Foreign Office knows so far about the ciroumstances 
is contained in two telegrams received from the Chicf Administrator, 
These telegrams kave been given diplomatio distribution in the 
Foreign Office, and copies of them have not been seat to us. We 
shall no doubt be getting a full report from the D.S.Q Tripolitania; 
but meanwhile ciroumstances as shown in these two telegrams to the 
Foreign Office are briefly as follows: - 


GALIMBERTI was she senior representative in Tripolitania 
of the Italian Ministry for Italian Afrioa, and had only fairly 
recently taken up his post. His duties were almost wholly concerned 
with the repatriation of Italians, for which purpose the Italian 
Government put large funds at his disposal. A day or two ago he 
® was found dead in his flat. The British Police went to the flat as 
part of their normal routine in order to establish the cause of 
GALIABERTI's death. They found a note signed by GALIMBERTI, which 
. Clearly indicated that he had taken his om life. They also found i 
a largo number of receipts signod by Arabs formmoney received by 
them from GALINBERTI, and drawere full of papers which were olearly 
copies of correspondence from the British Administration's secret 
files. In addition there were other documents showing that the 
: Italian Government had set up a highly efficient and ‘secret 
organisation throughout Tripolitania for political subversion and 
espionage. It will obviously take some time to examine all the 
papers found in GALIMBERTI's flat; and if such sort of documents © 
| were found in his flat, one wonders what will be found in his office, 
The search of his office has only just been authorised, and yesterday 
the Foroign Office had no news of what had been found there, 


The Italian Embassy here have already asked the Foreign 
Office not to search GALIMBERTI's office, as in their opinion this 
could only prejudice Anglo-Italian relations. The reply of the 
Foreign Office was that so far from prejudicing them, such a search 
would be likely to olarify them The Italians hadcin fact thoroughly 
— got the wind up, as they had been caught red-handed in the wholesale 
conduct of improper activities in North Africa, which have of course 


= long been suspeoted’ by us and denied by them 
ret, 
Wate | 
Oo. 3. 1. | Dl. Haldane Porter | 
1&1. 50 
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‘ EXTRACT. ie; 

Extract for Tiln No. ,, 5eF.92/Italyfiorth Africa. Secteate Name: Leth a ghuced db caeh oieRed@cacesotiadistencite ieickinicicesciackatitichetiac . 

Original in Filo No.:..... P.F 460,195. PTT BOrial foscssccseeeeveee ons saeeveee Receipt Dato...... _aeeks eee ey 

SDn/PF. 237! oh, 9.16500. % Same 

eo Original from teeoee dg tele Be ebbavsaubskdassdaceveababardsanneses Under DIR/EF 25745/4/B ok senses Shr ee L738) 

VU 16.1.50. M.2.B. R.5. if 

TEXUrOcted ON. csceseeseseeenes MITITITITILITTLTTTTTITTTTTT TTT TTT DY fecvee dteseeteeutéeese Seaneacubecoueseks ReOtlOMm 8 iccsescoccedacectavcaceactes ie ; 

Extract from Report on the CHASUBLE Case enoloned in above letter, apy “i : 
Seeteteeeereeeeeeeees Page 

CHASWB LE paid several visite to CHAPRON's flat after this egal 

interview, and received the following instructions from him. Natteo ans 

CALINBERTI, CHAPRON's successor in Tripoli us the representative of Di Ga 

the Ministry of Italian Africa, would receive a letter from Rome Thy S 


instructing him to place certain finds at the disposal of a lawyer named 
MARCHESI, who would in turn make payments to CHASUBLE, whose cover-name H naa 
was to be TIT), ‘The source of these funds was to be the Consorzio ho ag 
Agrario, (Farmars' Cooperative), This fund was alleged to be the chief , 
source of money for finanoing pro-Italian activities in Tripolitania, 


7 
- 
eeeeeetreseeeeoeereeeee : 


CHASUBLE informed the DSO that upon his raturn to Pripoli cat 
he was to put himself under the orders of GALIMBERTI, MARCHKSI, CAPPELLO. us’ 
and GAYA, the Itulian Foreign representative there. I[is exact relations: \"\ 
with these men were not at this stage clear, nor did he attempt to PAL 
explain to the DSO what they were. He did answer questions, however, on * 

, ’ 


. . vignaaen fr ts 
— Pm oes ’ Oma he fat a)” 
a ——— 


the letter which he alloged he had received from his brother, and 
which had brought about his confession to the DSO that he was a 
S.I.M. D/A. 


7 


N.B, S.I.M.E., in their cowering letter, make the following 
comment := : 


"The main thread of the case, - Italian sponsored . 
political subversion in Tripolitania - is now fairly clear. 
What does not yet emerge is the relationship of S.I.M., M.S.I., 
and the Church in the person of the Bishop of Tripoli. Nor do 
we yet knaywhether the Italian communist party did in fact 
sponsor the espionage carried out by the PDF in Tripoli." — 
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Cypher/OTP ’ POLITICAL DISTRIBUTION 


FROM TRIPOLI TO FORBIGN OFFICE 
Mr, Mercer 
No, 9 D. 2.10 pom. 12th January, 1950, 


12th January, 1950. R, 2,29 p.m, 12th January, 1950. 


Repeated to Rome 


Benghazi, 
IMMEDIATE 
CONFIDENTIAL 


Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No of = 
Janu 12th repeated for information to Rome and Benghazi, - 


Doctor Gallimberti the representative in Tripoli of 
the Ministry of Italian Africa was found dead yesterday 
evening in a gas-filled room in his residence in Tripoli. 


2. All evidence points to suicide, 


[Advance copies sent to Mr. Wright and 
Head of African Department, ] 
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Foreiyn Office File keo'l 6.5.50, 


JT.101123/4 For s¥.9./Itoly/North Africs. qd. 


(Tris telezgrom in of yorticulyr secrecy ani should be retyined by the 
putho:ined recipient ord not passed on), 


Gypher/orr IPLOMATIC DISTRIBUTION 


From Tripoli to Foreizn Office. 
Mir. Mercer D.7.56.p.m. 13th January, 1950. 


No, 15. 
L%th Janusry, 1950. R.7.58.p.m. LSth Jonusry, 1950. 


Repeater! to Rome 
Saving to Renghoai. B.:.E,0. (Cairo). 


PRIORITY (J.T.10112/4) 
SHGRET 


Addresscd to Foreign Office telegrom No. 13 of 13th Jonus 
repented tor informntion to Kone ond Saving to senghazi on! H.M.E.0. (Cairo). 


My telesrom “‘o, 11. (J.7.10112/3) 


Search of GALLIAB RTI's flat hoo revealed o lerge number of documents 
which confirm our suspicions, ‘They incide numerous receipts fron Arobas for 
money roid out to them end o letter from Ministry of Italien Africo dated 
September 1949 asking GALLIMBEHTI to account for the sum of 18,000,000 Itaiisan 
lire which they hed supplied to him from July to September 1949 inclusive. These 
ami other documents ere now being exomined by the police ond it is too eorly 
as yet to comment on them in detseil. They established without doubt that on 
extensive propaganda snd intelligence service wos being organised from 
GALLIMBEXTI's office und strengthen our reasons for believing thet serious 
brraches of currency reguletions ma,’ have ocoured. 


2. We have olso found in the flat o number of seoret ond conf‘identiol 
intelligenac reports which ore the prope:ty of thia Administration. These 
discoveries strengthen our grounds f'or sesrohing GALLIMBEKTI'Ss office, 
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3. Representatives sclected by Signor GAJA to attend the sear.h of the 

flot refuse’ to do so unless they were allowed to &cide which documents the 
police shoi.ld be allowed to remove, We were una le to agree to these conditions 
end the search wus therefore conducted in the presence of two impartial Italian 
witnesses, 
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4, Since the nove war dmfted I have received your telegrom No. 19 orproving 
the scvarch of the office. I em most greteful for this prompt rely ond intend 
to proceed with the search tomorrow after notifying Signor GAJA. We had 
slresdy indicated to him that one of the reasons for the search is the deteéthon 
of possible ourrency offences and I fear it would be too obviously disingenuous 
to pretend that such extcns ve searches ore necessary merely to ascertain the 
cause of GALLIMBERTI's death, 





Foreign Office please pass Soving to Benghazi ani B,}’..0. (Cairm) as 
my telegrams Nos, 2 and 2 r spectively, 


(Repeated Saving to Benghasi ond B,.!.E.0. (Cairo)) 
ADVA;CE COPIES. 


Head of African Department. 
Mr. Wright. 
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Foreign Of'fice File No. J’? LO112/3 


Reo'd 6.5.50, 
For SF.92/Ttely/North Africa, 
Cyrrer/ot!’ 

Confidential 


DIPLOMATIC DI3TRIBUTION Ch 


FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO ROME 
No. 105 


L3th January, 1950, D. 8.50.p.m. 13th Jenusry, 1950. 
Repeoted Tripoli No. 20. (Immediotc’ Benghazi ‘0.3. Saving. 

B.)’.H.O, (Cairo) No.Z6 Seving. 
I'S DIATE. 


CONFIDENTIAL 
————$$$ 


Addressed t 


© Rome telegrom No.105 of Junus 13th 
for infc=nation 


g ry , repeated 
to Tripoli and saving to Benghazi ond 3...E.0. (Cairo) 


"y telegrom to Tripoli No,19 (of the 13th Jenusry: GALLINBEMTI). 


Counnellor of the Italien Embassy oslled this afternoon on 


instructions from Rome to request that GALLIMBERTI's papers should not 
be examined by the police but handed over to hin widow. 


The Itaian 
Government felt entitled to ask this in view of GALLINBERTI's official 
stotus and the fact that his death wos obviously suicide, 

2. Signor D'AJETA wos infomned that as a result of representations 


by GAJA the question had been considered but that we did not feel able 
to interfere with normal police procedure. 


The Acting Chief Administrotor 
hed accordingly becn outhorised to examine GALLIMBENTI's papers both: in 
his flat and in his office, 
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Foretimn Office File JT. LO1L2/ 3 Rec'd G..0.b0, 


For SF.U2/Italy/No:ith Africas, 


Tee 
(This telegrom ia of yortioular seoreoy ond should be retained by the 
euthorisel reoipicnt snd not pessed on). 
Gyr her/OTr DIMONATIC DISTALNUTLON 
Fi TRENOLI TO FPORMIGN OFVICE, 
Mx. Merecr. 


No.l. D, 8.54.p.me .ith Jonuary, 1950, 
lath Jenuery, 1950, R. 2.00.p.m. 12th Jonuary, 1950, 


Rerpeoted to Reme, 
Saving to:- Benghozi B.°.2.0. (Cairo) 


LOEDIATE 
SLCWIT 





As reported briefly in my telegrem No. S-the body of Dr. GALLINBERTT 
representotive in Tripoli of Winistry of Itelion Africa, wos found lest night 
in his fiet in ciroumstunecs which point« to his having committed suicide. 4A 
document found by the body in GALLINBE:TI's hand-writing states "I have stolen 
nothing. I have distributed everything to the people who ore greédy ond who 
will never love us but who will elwnys blackmail us." Another typewritton 
document found in the flat gives on estimate of expenses for the month of 
Jenusry 1950, the major item in which is 1,500,000 msl to be paid to Iniependence 
Party in Tripoli. Total expenses jor the month amount to 1,825,000 mal, almost 
O11 of which is devoted to various forms of Italian propogands amongst the Arebs 
and only 50,000 mal to reratristion of Itelions to Itel; which wus ostensibly 
the puryose. of GALLINBERTI's mission. Discovery of the latter document is un- 
known to local Italians who ore nevertieless in a state of obvious apprehension 
as to what may come to light in the course of the police enquiry. 


Ze Further information has been volunteered by # credible saurce thot 
GALLINBERTI hed received 70,000,000 mal from Italy for disbursement in Tripoli 
end had recently been asked officially to sceount for the money. Source 
suggested that t. isa might have some besring on the circumstances of his suicide, 
Apert frem politionl] impliovtions of these dealings it ‘would appear prima 
fociéy that serious currency offences might have been committed ond on this 
score I have instituted police inquirir 1 in the course of which it will be 
necesnory to search GALLI’ BEKTI's flat for relevant documents. This search 

is being conducted tonight in the presence of on imra:tiel representative 
Suggested by Sixnor GAJA. 


3. I hed intended conducting » sumulteneous search of GAlLINBERTI's office 
but in view of representations by Signor GATA I have agreed with him to defer 
doing so pending rcference to you. Signor GAJA was not claiming diplomatic 
immunity for the office but entered s plea that we should seriously consider 
possible unfortunate effects of such s search on Anglo-Italian reletions. 


4. I have, os you know, been trying for a long time to obtain evidence 
regerding alleged distribution here of off'iciel Itelion funds for the purpose 

of political penetration ond there is every reoson to believe that such evidence 
nay now be reveled. Unless therefore the search of the flétcproduces shffidient 
material to render any further search unnecessary, I propose, subject to your 
orproval, to pioocced with the search of the office during the weck-end. Signor 
GAJA's representotive would agein be present. 


5. Most stringent precautions would naturally be teken to prevent any leakage 
here of such 4nformetion os may be disclosed, 


Foreign Office please pass Saving to Benghazi and B,M.E.0,(Cairo) as my telegrams © 
Nos. l and 1 respectively. Advanced Copies sent to Mr. Wright ond Head of 


African Derartment, ost \52 
7777 FN as 
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